
Audit Your Key 
Stage One Area

0-32 score:
Seek help!

Immediate support 
for rapid 

improvement 
required.

33-65 score:
Doing well

Identify complete 
collections to enrich 
your weakest areas.

66-98 score:
Almost there

Add new characters, 
scenery & props to 

enrich children’s 
play.

99+ score:
Amazing!

Share your
outstanding

provision with
us on social media.

Provision Area Furniture Resources Storage

Writing  � Shelving
 � Table & chairs/stools

 � A range of pens, pencils, felt pens, dry wipe   
 markers, highlighters & chalk

 � Book-making tools including stapler & staples, hole  
 punch & treasury tags, paper clips

 � A wide variety of paper: different colours, textures  
 & sizes, small notebooks, envelopes, Post-it Notes,  
 labels, caption cards

 � Clipboards & individual whiteboards, including   
 some lined

 � Story map templates, high frequency word lists,   
 adjective banks, phoneme mats

 � Alphabet arcs
 � Wooden or magnetic lowercase & uppercase   

 letters
 � Relevant phoneme cards/pebbles/groups
 � A set of story making pebbles or cards
 � Age-appropriate dictionaries & thesaurus
 � Display space for children’s writing

 � Clear pencil pots
 � Clear small pots for staples,  

 paper clips etc.
 � Clear A5 & A4 trays for  

 paper & books
 � Book stands
 � Storage crate for  

 clipboards

Score out of 18:

Number  � Shelving
 � Table & chairs/stools

 � Varied range of materials for sorting & counting   
 including in 2s, 3s, 5s & 10s

 � Number & calculation symbol wooden & on cards
 � Pots & hoops for counting into
 � Counting beads on string & frames
 � Plain & squared whiteboards
 � 100 & multiplication squares
 � Varied selection of dice & spinners with games   

 boards & a set of dominoes
 � Cuisenaire rods
 � Data collection templates
 � Calculator
 � Number related books

 � Small, medium & large  
 baskets for each set of  
 equipment

 � Clear A4 tray for   
 whiteboards

Score out of 15:

Space, 
Shape & 
Measure

 � Shelving
 � Table & chairs/stools
 � A set of small mirrors

 � Selection of bottles & containers for measuring &  
 comparing capacity

 � Squared whiteboards & transparent grids
 � Equipment for measuring length including cm   

 cubes, tape measures & cm only rulers
 � Equipment for measuring weight including digital &  

 balance scales, kitchen scales, spring balances &   
 weighted objects

 � Equipment for measuring time including a wide   
 variety of timers, stopwatches & clocks

 � A set of 2D shapes, 3D regular & irregular shapes
 � A set of small mirrors
 � SSM related books

 � A range of clear boxes for  
 each selection of resources

 � Clear pencil pot

Score out of 13:

Fill in the checklist to assess your provision, then decide 
how to make improvements. 
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Book  � Book shelving which  
 enables separation of  
 fiction & non-fiction

 � Floor space with rug,  
 cushions, comfy chairs

 � Low play table

 � Core set of high quality, engaging fiction &   
 non-fiction texts displaying a wide range of   
 themes, illustration style, protagonists & settings

 � Some familiar, well-loved stories
 � A set of puppets including real & fantasy   

 characters & animals

 � Book stands
 � Baskets for puppets

Score out of 8:
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Block  � Shelving
 � Floor space

 � A set of medium sized wooden blocks including   
 standard 3D shapes & some that are more unusual

 � A set of small wooden planks
 � A collection of wooden block figures of different  

 shades
 � A collection of flat pieces including some that are  

 mathematically regular
 � Open-ended wooden character figures
 � Spirit levels & label holders
 � Relevant fiction & non fiction texts

 � Clear A5 trays for wooden  
 people & unusual block  
 shapes

 � Clear A4 tray for flat  
 pieces

 � Wooden crates for smaller  
 items stored on the floor

Score out of 12:

Provision Area Furniture Resources Storage

Sand  � Shelving
 � Sand tray or low table  

 with smaller trays

 � A spray bottle to enable work with wet or dry sand
 � Wooden & plastic trays for small-scale sand
 � Tools for moving, marking & shaping sand
 � Containers of different sizes including some with  

 scales
 � Scoops & measuring spoons
 � A selection of small world animals with natural   

 resources & coloured sand for story play

 � Clear A5 & A4 trays for  
 small items & artefacts

Score out of 9:

Fill in the checklist to assess your provision, then decide 
how to make improvements. 
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Provision Area Furniture Resources Storage

Small 
World

 � Shelving
 � Floor space

 � Realistic small world animals such as those from   
 different habitats including animals of different   
 classifications

 � Realistic & inclusive small world people
 � Fantasy characters & creatures
 � Selection of natural materials & fabric pieces
 � A set of natural blocks & wooden trees
 � Relevant fiction & non-fiction texts

 � Clear small boxes for small  
 world people

 � Clear A4 trays for small  
 world figures

 � Clear A4 trays for fabric  
 pieces & natural resources

Score out of 11:

Provision Area Furniture Resources Storage

Workshop  � Shelving
 � Easel
 � Large table

 � Recyclable resources, string, wool, fabric pieces,   
 etc. organised by material

 � Scissors, glue, paper fasteners
 � Paint brushes of different sizes, powder, block &   

 water colour paints
 � Books relating to art, artists, designers etc.
 � Charcoal, pastels & chalks & a range of pencils   

 including coloured
 � A selection of paper types & sizes, water pots &   

 paint palettes

 � A range of clear boxes for  
 storing grouped resources

Score out of 10:



Water  � Shelving
 � Water tray 

 � A collection of measuring jugs, cylinders & bottles
 � Funnels, pipettes, syringes & tubing for moving   

 water, including some with connectors
 � Modelling clay, foil & natural resources to   

 encourage scientific enquiry
 � Water-themed small world people & animals for   

 the development of stories

 � Clear boxes for piping &  
 natural resources

 � Clear A5 trays for smaller  
 artefacts

Score out of 8:
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Role Play  � Role play unit
 � Open-ended role play  

 frame
 � Play space

 � A core set of clothing, artefacts & props that   
 provide opportunities for real life & fantasy  
 role play

 � Till with coins & notes
 � Instruments, scarves & ribbons to encourage   

 music & movement
 � Large pieces of fabric & pegs so that children can  

 create their own settings
 � Writing materials to create signs etc.

 � Baskets for accessories,  
 play food & tea set

Score out of 9:

Enquiry  � Shelving unit
 � Studio display unit
 � Large table with chairs

 � Non-fiction texts, general (e.g. atlas) & relating to   
 current interests & themes

 � Globe with maps of continents, Britain & the  
 local area

 � Magnifying glasses & collection pots
 � Hoops, trays & grids for sorting, grouping  

 & recording
 � Small mirrors including concave & convex
 � Stopwatches, tape measures & rulers
 � Binoculars & compass
 � Writing & drawing equipment & materials,  

 card holders

 � Book stands Score out of 12:

Across
all areas

 � Range of pens, pencils, dry wipe pens
 � Plain & squared paper & small notebooks
 � Whiteboards & clipboards
 � Tape measure & ruler
 � Relevant fiction & non-fiction texts

 � Carryall Score out of 6:

Fill in the checklist to assess your provision, then decide 
how to make improvements. 

Add up your total across the 12 areas & see how well you score. Total:

This Audit Tool & associated materials are the property of Early Excellence & cannot be modified in 
any way without the explicit written permission of Early Excellence. © 2023 Early Excellence Limited.

Engage with @earlyexcellence on our social media channels & visit 
earlyexcellence.com/subscribe to receive the latest Early Years updates

Early Excellence
Inspirational Learning

Page 3 of 3

Provision Area


